
In person, in premises you can control: 
society clubhouse, observatory or 

other facility

By Graham Bryant 



1. Society owned Observatory/club room

2. Society run Planetarium

3.   Society owned club room meeting venue





General Covid Precautions:

Hands – have hand sanitizer available 
Space – keep at least 2mtrs apart
Face - coverings at all times in all indoor facilities

Clean down surfaces with antiviral agent



Consider who and when 
the facility will be used.

Maybe start with smaller scale 
usage within the limits of safety



Need to make the facility ‘Covid Secure’

Risk Assessment

Do some research



Plenty of Examples on 
Government website



Examples of Risk Assessment/Covid Risk Action plans



Use of Hand Gel before 
Entering any building

Temperature taken on 
all who enter the 

observatory

Face masks/coverings 
are mandatory

Use of 
QR 

Code

Fresh air ventilation
mechanical or 

doors/windows



Anti-viral spray, 
wipes and PPE 
(gloves and masks)
made available for 
each specific 
environment 



Soft furnishings 
Carpet, curtains, 
cushions

Sprayer required 
with diluted long 
acting anti-viral

Other products 
are available

? Use of Long 
acting Anti-viral



Committee Meet to decide to 
begin the process of opening 
up observatory - June 2020

Members made aware that a process is 
taking place and the observatory will be 
opened up over the next several weeks. 

Action : SEB

Maintenance teams asked to visit 
domes to give a general clean –

vacuum, dust, etc. etc. (need to check 
on vulnerability of volunteers)

Coordination Action BM

Thorough cleaning of club room 
preparing for opening (need to check 

on vulnerability of volunteers): 
Coordination Action BM

Acquisition of PPE 
and cleaning 

products & liquids 
and a cleaning 

station for each 
dome and club 

room: Action GB

One dome at a time, the telescope trainers 
(need to check on vulnerability of volunteers) 
ascertain that the observatory/telescope is 
ready for operation: Action Coordinated by 

BM
Trainers to consider 

cleaning  
requirements based 

on their knowledge of 
how the telescope is 
used. Observed and 

drawn up by GB.  
Action Dome trainers 

and GB

Cleaning schedule drawn 
up and posted in each 

dome along with 
required cleaning 

products: Action GB

Announcement made to members as 
each dome becomes ready. Observers 

given instruction on use of cleaning 
schedule: Action SEB and … cleaning 

advice by GB?

Process of opening the 
observatory for observing



From the cleaning station, take several squares of blue tissue to make a pad and wet it with 

the sanitising spray provided and wipe down the following touch points:

• Telescope caps and lower focussing end including focuser wheels

• Telescope drive engagement mechanism

• Telescope and dome drive units & buttons

• Telescope power switch

• Telescope sidereal/lunar/solar rate adjustment buttons (if used)

• Telescope parking rope

• Cover poles and clips

• Any imaging equipment used cameras/eyepieces (not the lenses) including the surface 

of the boxes in which they are housed 

• Blue instrument cupboard surface and lock

• Radio

• Ladder tops and chairs (if used)

• Table surfaces where used

• Dome chain & restraints, winding handle & end of shutter rope 

• Dome power switch

• Dome light switch

• Any other area that has been handled

• Outside door handle and padlock

Dispose of tissue in your plastic bag and take home for disposal.

If you note that the liquid sanitising spray is getting low there are additional supplies in the 

workshop

Telescope/Dome 
Specific advice 
to members



Safety in a building



Social Distancing, People Flow,
Sanitizing, Temperature etc.



Points to consider when holding a meeting…
• Access and egress to be controlled
• 2 metre social distancing to be observed at all times. queuing and entry to meeting room.
• Designated queuing area with marked zones
• Face masks to be worn by all Members and guests on entry to meeting room.  Face masks must not be 

removed whilst indoors.
• Hand sanitiser to be provided at entrance, Member at entrance to request this is used prior to entry.
• Members and visitors to be requested to avoid touching surfaces of equipment, displays or exhibits.
• Nominated Member to clean surfaces with sanitiser at intervals of no more than 1 hour, or should they 

become contaminated.
• Seating to be positioned to ensure 2 metre spacing

Points taken from Risk Assessment undertaken by 
Preston And District Astronomical Society



Consider using YouTube 
or social media to 
inform public of your 
preparations and Covid 
precautions



Mattvisitingthings

"What a wonderful surprise. I have never 
been to a planetarium, we booked this a 
something a little different to do while 
staying in the area.

The talk was fascinating and the show was 
beautifully prepared and executed.

The Covid safe protocols were second to 
none and we were made to feel safe a 
comfortable.

Brilliant place to visit, highly recommend."





Thank You
Stay Safe


